
Naum Gabo (1890 - 1977)

Naum Gabo was born in Russia in 1890 and became a pioneer 
of the Constructivist movement and one of the most important 
and influential sculptors of the twentieth century. He first studied 
engineering in Munich in 1910 and held his first public exhibition 
in Moscow in 1920. Following this he moved to Berlin where 
he lectured at the Bauhaus. With the outbreak of war in Europe 
in 1939, he moved to St. Ives in Cornwall, England, and settled 
into an artistic community that included Ben Nicholson, Barbara 
Hepworth and Peter Lanyon. He remained there until 1946 when 
he moved to the USA. Gabo exhibited widely in both the USA 
and Europe, and lectured at Yale, Harvard, and Chicago. He took 
American citizenship in 1952, taught at the Harvard University 
Graduate School of Architecture (1953-54) and delivered the 
A.W. Mellon Lectures in 1959 in Washington DC. He completed 
a number of large commissions, including a 25 metre high free 
standing sculpture for the Bijenkorf Building in Rotterdam. In 
1971 he was awarded an Honorary KBE by Queen Elizabeth 
ll. He continued to receive honours, prizes, commissions and 
international recognition until the end of his life. He died in 
Connecticut in 1977.
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